ADOPTED – DECEMBER 14, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE INGHAM COUNTY BROADBAND TASKFORCE TO EXPLORE COUNTYWIDE BROADBAND EQUITY, AND TO EXPLORE FUNDING AND PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES THAT WOULD RESULT IN COUNTYWIDE 

BROADBAND EQUITY

RESOLUTION #21 – 601 

WHEREAS, community feedback and currently available coverage data suggests that a significant number of Ingham County residents do not have access to broadband internet in their homes; and
WHEREAS, lack of broadband accessibility has a significant impact on economic development, property values, personal prosperity, education, health and safety and overall quality of life, and

WHEREAS, addressing this challenging issue requires active measures, such as county-wide data collection, a county-wide feasibility study, a county-wide aggregation map and addressing continued awareness of the challenges faced by our communities; and

WHEREAS, on November 15th, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which includes $42.5 billion under the Broadband Access, Equity, and Deployment program, which will provide funding for the construction and operation of broadband infrastructure in rural areas; and

WHEREAS, without proactive action, there is no guarantee that this funding will be allocated to the Ingham County residents who are currently lacking access to broadband internet; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County would serve as a valuable leader to help all of our municipalities pursue allocation of this and other funding and partnership opportunities to achieve broadband equity.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby establishes the Ingham County Broadband Taskforce consisting of the following members: two County Commissioners, three representatives from Ingham County townships, two representatives from Ingham County cities, an Ingham County Intermediate School District representative, a Lansing Community College representative, a Michigan State University representative, a Capital Area District Library representative, a Lansing Area Economic Partnership representative, the County Controller and a representative from the Ingham County Innovation and Technology Department.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Broadband Taskforce members will serve three (3) year staggered terms expiring December 31 for the members of the Ingham County Broadband Taskforce.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Naeyaert     Approved  12/07/2021

